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ATLANTIC ALLIES 
By John E. Owen 
yates E. Owen is a member of the Department of 


ociology, Florida Southern College, Florida, U.S.A. 
He was born in England.) 


"TO visit the land of one’s birth after ‘spending many years 
abroad is always an interesting as well as a moving ex- 
perience. The England of the early 1950’s is patently a very 
different country from the England of the 1930's. Yet the 
values for which she has long stood are still strongly en- 
trenched in the minds and hearts of the people. To anyone 
who has lived in the New World for any length of time, 

mellowed culture, a land 


One of the things that impressed the 
strongly during a stay of several mo 
1952-53 was the great sense of social cohesion, of national 
solidarity, fortified by the Coronation, and the awareness of 
“community” that was everywhere apparent. Despite the 
aftermath of the strenuous and sacrificial war-years, life in 


writer most 


*. 

Is any other country in which the rights and 
liberties of the individual have been longer established or 
more rigourously upheld? Or where ideals of legal justice 

play have been more widely incorporated into the 
common life? The level of public intelligence in Britain is 
such that popular demagogues would not last very long. Nor 
are there glaring areas of social injustice in the country. 
Centuries of life in association have rendered the political- 
economic power struggle far less intense and overt than in 
many other lands. The British sense of community and of 
the importance of the common welfare impressed me as being 
very marked. The family relationship and concept of 
“noblesse oblige” are good products of aristocracy at its 
best. The ability to place national above class interests, a 
recognition of social obligation, the capacity to accept change 
when it is inevitable, the awareness that economic values are 
not the only ones worth seeking, and strength of character that 
shows itself in emergencies—these are factors that cannot be 
lightly disregarded in the life and future of any nation. 
The roots of American freedoms came from England. In 
its historical American culture has been in- 
fluenced by any other country, with 


in England in 


It is unfortunate that the most intelligent and sane voices 
from the U.S.A. are not always heard on the European side 
of the Atlantic, and America is too frequently in Shes: of. 
being misjudged by the irresponsible rantings of her most 
vocal figures who are far from representative of either the 
more thoughtful sections of the population or the country as 


_ a whole. It is difficult for Britons to realize the variety and 


extent of the sectionalism of the United States. While a com- 
mon value-system underlies the life of all regions and classes, 
great variations of outlook and viewpoint are inevitable in a 
population of 160 million. In a republic of continental size, 
nearly all aspects of life assume a larger scale. America is 
big in its future potentialities and in its present problems, — 
many of which symbolize the “growing pains” of a new 
nation that has been thrust almost overnight into a position of 
world leadership which demands the combined exercise of 
power and , courage and conscience. ae 
* 

In this connection, it is heartening to note the great 
change that has taken place in the American public mind since 
1939. Isolationism is now a thing of the past, and Americans 
to-day, in all walks of life, have been given a sobering sense 
of the global responsibilities that their country has been called 
upon to assume. This is evidenced by the revolution in 

i thinking since 1939, and by the creation of 
U.N.ES.C.O., N.A.T.O., and the Point Four Programme. 


accepted both in the Charter of U.N. and the practice of the 


are 
Protestants, the Baptists being the largest Protestant de- 
nomination, with some 17 million members, followed by the 
Methodists (11 million), the Lutherans (44 million), and the 
Presbyterians (34 million). The Unitarians number 80,000 and 
have over 350 churches. Signi ; ip has 


ica, as 
have an impressive record in defence of liberalism 


/ where the roots are deep. 
a England manifests a great kindliness, a tolerance and 
3 gracious quality of being, a calmness and sane moderation, a 
popular indifference towards religion notwithstanding, augur : : 
q well for the future of the country. And as Dean Inge has Another recent trend that should have constructive results is 
y noted, the religious impulse may show itself in ways other | ‘he more extensive exchange of students, teachers, and 
than church-going. preachers between our two countries. The creation of a world 
a outlook among ever-increasing segments of mankind to-day 
is patently very desirable and necessary. As Professor Gilbert 
| + Murray has said, the principle of allegiance to the good of 
Ce the world as a whole rather than merely to one’s own land, is 
i more enlightened governments, and to be a nationalist is to be 
. a  ogm sinner (B.B.C. talk, The Listener, May 21, 1953, 
p. 
4 Church leaders in America are becoming more aware of 
the essentially world-wide significance of religious faith. There 
‘f are 230 religious bodies in the United States, with an inclusive 
.; reasons Massachusetts is the state with the largest Unitarian 
membership (29,000) though unusual expansion has been re- 
‘ Stevenson is a Unitarian, as are many notable American 
and inde- 
: the possible exception of G y in certain fields. Cem pendent thought. 
the commen of and political * 
the Western ideology to which England and America _ _ American religious denominations are more varied than 
adhere, under the Christian system of values which in Britain, partly on account of the diverse national origins of 
Catholicism, with its approximately 30 million U.S. adherents. 
. The psychological difficulties in both countries in ad- | Mamy of the Protestant groups have a particular national 
justing to the changed transatlantic power-relationship are  ackground and origin, eg. the Lutherans. But it is coming 
| party the that te deals to be recognized that vital religion has to transcend 
and of ane same. nationalism and merely national values, through a concern 
| ments in Anglo-American relations have nearly always for all men everywhere. Christianity, like any world faith, if 
ci concerned with means rather than ultimate ends. For long _—t is to be true to the ideals of its founder, must not be allowed 
of the common threat from the East, it is more vital than ever though these may be. It is an erorr to identify C 
| that the essential community of transatlantic interests should j§ With a national way of life, or even with Western civilization. 
not be lost to view. gy In 1954, more than ever Se 
more than to be able to or create a developing rift transatlantic area, but throughout Is not 
4 between the two allies. a need for a prophetic religious imsight that transcends the | 
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absolutes of nationality, race, and class? The conditions of 
our vastly shrunken world to-day demand that our ultimate 
loyalties and sympathies must not stop with the boundaries 
of the nation-state. Christianity is a world-wide faith, and its 
humane teachings and high insights have a universal relevance 
and applicability. Vital religion in any land should be a higher 

critic of its own culture, affirming those achievements in which 
it can take justifiable pride, but relating its loyalties to values 
that transcend those of any particular place and time. 


The inculcation of wider sympathies, of devotion to more 
than merely provincial loyalties, is one task facing the church 
to-day. In the present East-West political situation, the ideal 
of one united world appears remote indeed. Yet the fact that 
the eventual realization of this ideal has come to be believed 
in by thoughtful persons does carry hope for the future. For 
nearly two centuries, Canada and the United States have lived 
in relations of peace, side by side re | the longest unarmed 
frontier in the world. Similarly, the British Commonwealth 
and the United States have the joint responsibility to-day of 
pointing the way to international unity in the defence of high 
values mutually shared. | 


COMMENT 


Organization and Staying Power 

| WAS discussing the other day the position of the various 
evangelical churches in the different parts of the Common- 

wealth, with special reference to Australia, where two of the 

denominations which have a very large following in Britain— 

Congregationalists and Baptists—are very weak numerically. 


was due to the stronger organization of the religious bodies 
that can boast of many adherents. I was inclined at the time 
to agree with him, but on thinking it over, I came to the 
conclusion that that was far too simple an explanation, for in 


great numbers of immigrants has been dependent on the 
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It is, I think, fair to admit that this preference of un- 
reason in religious journalism is not unmatched in other 
spheres, for I have noticed that however crowded the reading 
room, one has no difficulty in obtaining The Times or The 
Manchester Guardian. 


Anglo-Israelitism 


ANOTHER immensely popular field for pseudo-biblical 
speculation is that of Anglo-Israclitism. It used to be a 
favourite position taken up i 


Madam, I am afraid I can be of no service to you. The move- 
ment in my opinion lies below the level on which rational 
discussion is possible.” 7 


anti-Communist crusade, but it is a new phenomenon to find 
the responsible national Committtee of the Republican Party, 


deciding that the electoral battle-cry of the Party should be 
“Twenty Years of Treason.” It would be strange, of 

if there had not been during the last stirring span of twen 
years, a handful of men to whom those words could fittingly 


apply ; but it is almost enough to make one despair of the 
future when a committee of leading citizens solemnly applies 
such terms to a party that embraces half the nation, and 
includes in its ranks such men as Truman and Roosevelt. 
President Eisenhower in an awkward Press Conference has 
adopted the only attitude possible to 2 man of sense of honour 
He not only considered such a 
but it was also unwise politi . Who, he asked, would be 
foolish enough to call all of another great group treasonous ? 
NOT THE FORM BUT THE SPIRIT 
"THOSE who perennially 
popular classic, The Life of Jesus, will know that it is a 


i historically a 


uniformly accurate—por- 


bad 


vo me 
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wie 
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on 
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was due to the fulfilment of Old Testament prophecy, with ‘ 
Britain re-cast in the role of Israel; but just exactly what ex- a 
planation they give of our present relative eclipse I do not ‘| 
know.. Probably their mantle now covers the United States, i 
as well as Britain and the Dominions. At any rate the cult ii 
seems still to be going strong; but I must admit that when I + 
think of the reasonably sensible men and women whom I i 
have known to be attacked by this “ disease,” I no longer feel : 
surprised at any heights to which credulity can climb. It is if 
said that on one occasion Bishop Hensley Henson wrote to a ‘ 
lady who had become an Anglo-Israelite devotee: “ Dear j 
*“*Twenty Years of Treason ”’ 
"THE way of a statesman in a democratic country is often - fF 
hard, and not the least difficult role he has often to play ‘4e 
is that of moderator of the follies of his supporters. We have oe 
become used to the extravagances of Senator McCarthy in his t 
y irl g a poor showing made ni- fee 
tarians and Quakers, came to the conclusion that this result ee : ¥ 
the United States the Baptist denomination with over 16m. te 
adherents in 1947 (increasing from 84m. in 1936) came next & 
to the Roman Catholic Church, which has 30m. adherents. vans 
Next to these come Methodists, with 10}m., and Lutherans, zt 
with 44m. 
I rather think—on second thoughts—that the relative i 
strength of denominations in countries which have received rt 
religious leanings of those immigrants; and that the large 4 
number of Baptists in the United States reflects the great “at 
number of Baptists among British and Continental immi- 24 
grants during the nineteenth century. In the future, of course, a 
other factors will come in, but it would be very strange if a * 
Strong Organization were not an extremely important factor 4 
in enabling any denomination to maintain its position in an ? 
age of doubt. I should like, of course, to be able to say that ? 
the reasonableness of a faith was just as important ; but it is a } 
sad fact that in the matter of religious practice and confession, 2 
reason works rather in a negative than a positive manner, so b 
far, at least, as the great body of men and women are very 5? 
concerned. tra human a view 
and his great message the mists 
i to I in . 
T ie ue of ry i was supposed to have performed. To Renan, what is of abiding 
astonished to see in the Public Library of the country town =v, ine about Jesus is not the aura of the supernatural surround- 
in which I live only one religious newspaper, a paper that mg him, but his noble conception of what man’s relations 
by Scrigtere I do not doubt that many will be inclined to question, if 
generation, with a and earlier date for the final con- influence 
summation of all things. It is still going strong, with, I of Saw of cam Se 
presume, the date on a generation. It is a tragedy that wee 
the from enlightened point of view, we see that 
try to get paper, or yet, an 
religion in all its forms is to be judged by its moral tone, and 
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Unitarian College, Manchester—1954 


CENTENARY APPEAL 


£6,000 


£10,000 


Total received up to December 31, 1953 ......... 


A Unitarian View of Jesus, by L. A. Garrard 


Unitarians and the Home, by Muriel Hilton 
Seeing the Invisible, by G. Randall Jones 


A Unitarian View of the Bible, by F. Kenworthy 
Unitarianism and Youth, by Leonard Mason 
Outside the Church, by Alastair Ross 


Unitarianism and Science, by F. J. M. Stratton 


What is Man?, by R. W. Wilde. 
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the National Union will 


MR. C. S. BUTTERWORTH, 33 Verpun Crescent, Rocubaie. 


Meeting of 
be held at the Unitarian College, Manchester, on Satur- 


—o— 
day, April 17, 1954, at 2 p.m. 
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u Do you make full use of the material issued by Head- | dcisiientnctlit 
leaflets, with page left blank for local material to | _ 
are follows :— | 
ie ee | This is our Centenary Year. In tion with 
| Manchester College, Oxford, we train ‘ministers for out 
of finance. 
aS | Have you helped? 
| Will you help? 
¥ | Is your congregation aware of the importance of our 
| 
| 
DEATH 
: year, Alice, daughter of the late Il 
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Perry on February Orchestra. Summer guineas. 
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Charlies Pollitt she ss. Becoming a U 
and by her Hamilton nm 
. E. Perry, the ties that to succeed 
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